Ancient Order of Hibernians in America
J.F.K. Division 1 — Bridgeport, CT

Ritual for the Wake of a Member
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In the Name of the Father, the Son, of the Holy Spirit, and in honor of Saint Patrick, the Glorious Apostle
of Ireland, we, members of the Ancient Order of Hibernians, grieving the loss of our Brother (Name of
Deceased) who during life was joined with us in the bonds of Friendship, Unity & Christian Charity, come
to him in death, to offer our prayers for the happy repose of his soul and to look upon him for the last
time, trusting that he has passed to his eternal reward happy in the consolation of the Faith of his
Fathers and believing that we shall meet him again beyond the veil of tears, when we shall join him in
Heaven, the place of the blessed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. All : Amen

Let is all join together and pray for Brother (Name of Deceased) and his family...

Our Father, Hail Mary, & Glory Be

Saint Augustine of Hippo’s Sermon

Of necessity we must be sorrowful when those whom we love leave us in death. Although we
know that they have not left us forever, but only gone ahead of us, still when death seizes our loved
ones our loving hearts are saddened by death itself. Thus the Apostle Paul doesn’t tell us not to grieve,
but “Not to grieve like those who are without hope.”

Let us grieve, therefore, over the necessity of losing our loved ones in death, but with the hope
of being reunited with them. If we are afflicted, we still find consolation. Our weakness weighs us down,
but faith bears us up. We sorrow over the human condition, but find our healing in the Divine Promise.
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Prayer for Our Dead

We seem to give them back to Thee, O God. Who gave them to us. Yet, as Thou did not lose
them in giving, so we do not lose them by their return. Life is eternal, love immortal, and death is only a
horizon, and a horizon is nothing except the limit to our sight. Lift us up, strong Son of God, that we may
see further; cleanse our eyes that we may see more clearly; draw us closer to Thyself that we may know
ourselves to be nearer to our loved ones who are with Thee. All: Amen

(Excerpt from) The Breastplate of Saint Patrick

Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ is quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in the hearts of all that love me,
Christ in the mouth of friend and stranger.

An Old Gaelic Prayer

Deep peace of the running waves to you.
Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the smiling stars to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.
Deep peace of the watching shepherds to you.
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you.

Closing Prayers

Grant O Lord mercy to thy servant departed, that he who in his desires did Thy Will, may not
receive the punishment of his misdeeds; and that as true faith hath joined him to the company of the
faithful here below, Thy mercy may make him the companion of the Saints and Holy Angels in Heaven.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. All: Amen

Traditional Gaelic Blessing
Brother (Name of the Deceased) All:
May the road rise up to meet you

May the wind be always at your back
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
And the rains fall soft upon your fields
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.






