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Our Next Meeting is Thursday, January 16th
Meeting time changed to 7:30pm for 2020

We’ll meet in the O’Keefe Room on the 2nd Floor of the GAC in Fairfield.  

ATHBBHLIANIN FAOI MHAISE DHAOIBH!
Happy New Year! 

Pronounced (Ah-vleen fwee vosh-ah gheev)

January: in the language of our ancestors this month is:
Eanair (Pronunciation: an-aw-irr)

“A Life Well Lived” — In Memory of Our 
Brother Francis John Ryan 

On Thursday, December 26, 2019, Francis John Ryan, 
father of JFK Division President Mark Ryan, passed 
from this earth. Larger than life, Mr. Ryan embodied 
the motto of the AOH, Friendship, Unity and Christian 
Charity. Mr. Ryan attended our Communion Breakfast 
last year with his wife Mary and sons, Michael and Dan 
Ryan. It was the first Communion Breakfast presided 
over by their son Mark.

At Mr. Ryan’s wake, which was attended by many JFK 
Division brothers, words of remembrance were offered 
by Mary Lou Ryan Wessels, only daughter of Francis 

John Ryan. These words are an encouragement to all of us as they recall a life  
well lived. 

#   #   #
Good afternoon, we are gathered here today to REMEMBER and CELEBRATE 
the life of Francis John Ryan.  For those of you whom I haven’t yet had the  
pleasure of meeting, I am Mary Lou Ryan Wessels, the only daughter — AKA #5.   
I would like to thank all of you for coming today to share in this celebration of a 
LIFE WELL LIVED. 

He was a son, sibling, uncle, cousin, spouse, father, grandfather, great grandfather 
and a friend to many!  He went by many different names: Francis John, Mr. Ryan, 
Francie, Bunty, Flip, The Flipper, Father Francis, The Spoon Wacker, Dad, Pop and 
BIG DADDY!  But what he really was: OUR HERO!

(continued)
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He was raised in Brooklyn in a large Irish Catholic family, 
the youngest of 9 children.  (I think that’s where he was 
first spoiled, being the baby of the family. Because we all 
know he was spoiled.)  Recently while sitting at the table, 
my mother spelled out that he was S-P-O-I-L-E-D!  My 
Dad’s response was “you do know I can spell!” We all 
laughed. Mom says “Flip you’re so funny, I love it when 
you’re funny.”  But after that he liked to say “You know I’m 
spoiled.”

His love of family started at a very young age and only 
grew and deepened. As a young man he met and married 
the LOVE OF HIS LIFE, Mary Elizabeth. They went on to 
raise six children together.  It was the start of his BEAUTI-
FUL LEGACY which has grown to 52!!

Two of the main threads throughout his life were:  HIS 
FAITH and HIS FAMILY.  He was a devout Catholic.  
When well enough, he attended daily Mass, was a  
Eucharistic Minister and Leader of Song.  His faith meant 
everything to him.  He prayed for everyone in the family 
daily by name.

He was so proud of his family — he loved each and every 
one of us.  He was a fabulous example of how to be a good 
father and husband.  He was there for all of us to celebrate 
our victories, but also there to help us handle disappoint-
ments and challenges. We all spent time in the living room 

having discussions and pulling out “the scales” to weigh the 
pros and cons to help us make life decisions.

He was a hard worker; when we were young he had three 
jobs to keep us all fed and clothed. As his business career 
took off he became very successful and he provided a  
wonderful life for this legacy that he created.  

Okay, lets recap — FAITH, FAMILY, HARD WORK!  
There’s something missing, one more important thread, 
FUN!!  This guy also knew how to have fun!  Sawyer, one of 
his great grandchildren who is 6 years old, when he heard 
Pop had passed, said “Pop, he was a FUN guy!” He loved to 
SING. He loved a PARTY. He loved people. He loved to eat. 
He loved candy. He loved to play GOLF and golf he did!  
He golfed on so many fabulous courses, living on four dif-
ferent ones, over his lifetime. One of his fun trips was a trip 
to IRELAND with a bunch of friends in a van traveling the 
country to play ten different courses. Could you imagine 
the fun they had?

Let me explain about “the numbers”.  Many years ago, 
he decided to give us all a number, because the family was 
growing — the original six had married and had children 
of their own.  My Mother requested to be #1 (we all know 
Mary Elizabeth was his #1).  So he acquiesced and Pop 
became #2.  After the original eight, as anyone married, the 
new spouse was given a number and as each new grand-
child and great grandchild was born, they were also given 
a number.  It was Mark’s idea for us all to have Irish Rugby 
Jerseys made up with our number on the back. We are  
currently at 52 —with 53 in the wings. What a LEGACY!

So how would I describe my father?
He was larger than life!  He was STRONG. He was FUN. 
He was LOYAL; Hard working; GENEROUS; A Tough 
Irishman. He was KIND. He was a Family Man; Tenacious; 
Loving; Courageous; A Fierce Competitor; A FIGHTER!

Sadly, four and a half years ago he became ill and had many 
challenges to endure. The most difficult for him was the 
blindness in the last few years of his life.  He really hated 
the blindness.  But, true to form this TOUGH IRISHMAN 
FOUGHT until his last breath with Mary Elizabeth at  
his side. I think he would like to be remembered as a good 
Irish Catholic who lived his faith every day, loved his fam-
ily and had a WHOLE LOT OF FUN along the way, IN A 
LIFE WELL LIVED. 

So, in closing when you think of him, try to see him walk-
ing up the hill in his backyard in Fort Salonga, with a golf 
bag over his shoulder and a song in his heart as he is off to 
meet “THE MAN UPSTAIRS.” 

#   #   #

In Memory of Our Brother Francis John Ryan
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2019 Goal Met! 
Shamrock Drive 
Raises $3500.00 
for Kids

Welcome to Our 2020 Officers 

Thank you to all of our 
Brothers, family and friends  
who contributed to this year’s successful drive, and 
to the generosity of the JFK AOH for their matching 
funds.  Sincere gratitude was expressed by Sr. Theresa 
Tremblay on behalf of the children in her school.

In a highly contested 2020 election, following several 
intense minutes of campaigning, the following officers 
were returned to their positions of indentured servitude: 
Mark Ryan, Stephen Boyle, Patrick O’Keefe, John  
Martin, Thomas Donahue, Brian Dunne and Sean 
Keane, with the notable change of Sean Keane taking on 
the additional role of Financial Secretary.  Many  
thanks to Brother Christopher Boyle, retiring Financial  
Secretary, for his many years of service to the Division. 
We thank him for his effort and leadership! 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S

70th Annual Communion 
Breakfast

Sunday March 1, 2020
Mass at St.Theresa Church 

Trumbull, CT
Breakfast following at the GAC  

Bridgeport St. Patrick’s  
Day Parade

Tuesday, March 17, 2020
Celebrate our proud heritage! 
Come out and march with our 
AOH brothers in the parade. 

Grand Marshal’s Gala
Friday,  Jan 24, 2020

at Vazzano’s Four Seasons 
Stratford, CT

$100 – reserve and pay online: 
StPatricksDayBridgeport.com
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Advertise in Our Monthly Newsletter in Full Color!  We greatly appreciate the sponsorship of our monthly ad-
vertisers!  In an effort to showcase these businesses to greater advantage, The Bridgeport Hibernian now offers a full-color adver-
tising option. For more information and to submit your color artwork, contact Patrick O’Keefe at pokeefe@okeefecontrols.com.

www.OKCautomation.com

888-487-6711

Specialists in Valves, Controls,  
Pneumatics and Fluid Measurement
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