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A Holiday Message from our President
My fellow Hibernians I would like to extend a warm and healthy Merry Christmas. 
2020 has been a challenging year. This year truly has tested everyone’s resolve. The 
global pandemic, the political divisiveness and the civil unrest has been unprec-
edented. Although tested, I am sure all have relied on their Catholic faith to help 
shoulder the current burdens. I, for one, pull strength from my faith to stay the 
course and continue forward in my daily life amongst current challenges. I hope 
all have managed to stay healthy and remain undeterred with our Catholic faith.

Our last gathering was our 70th communion breakfast 3/1/2020. Soon after our  
normal way of life came to a quick halt with the corona virus, now called COVID-19. 
Our AOH monthly meetings have continued via the internet using a virtual meet-
ing format —thanks to our elected board’s computer-savvy skills. This year we were 
able to participate in the annual softball fundraiser which was hosted by Danbury. 
All other fundraising efforts were canceled due to concerns of COVID-19. Our  
organization is financially sound. We continue to support Merton House, Sr.  
Theresa Tremblay, St Catherine’s Academy and we have begun to donate to Homes 
for the Brave.

Thanks to the efforts of Tom Donahue, Tom Keane, and John Martin, Father  
Martin at St. Thomas Church in Fairfield is considering hosting our 71st Commu-
nion Breakfast mass on 3/7/2021. This is in the early stages of organizing. If the 
governor’s COVID-19 restrictions allow us to assemble in March 2021, our plan is 
to at least have a mass. Details are to follow. Our indoor traditional breakfast may 
not occur, but at the very least, we will have a mass, so our longstanding tradition 
continues.

With the arrival of a vaccine, I truly believe we will begin to get COVID-19  
behind us. I am hopeful that by May of 2021 we will begin to see a return to a 
“normal” way of life. Do take care. This Christmas season continue with friendship, 
unity and Christian charity.

Yours truly,
Mark T. Ryan DMD
President 

Our Next Meeting is Thursday, December 17th
7:00pm — Join your Brothers online for some Holiday Cheer! 

In the language of our ancestors December is Nollaig  
(Pronunciation: null-ig)
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In Fond Remembrance of Two of Our Brothers

William J. (“Bill”) Carroll Robert E. (“Bob”) Roche

Annual Dues are Due! Help Elect Next Year’s Officers
Annual Dues help make our charitable actions a  

reality!  You may pay your dues of $35 by mailing  
your check to:

John Martin - 271 Colonial Drive, Fairfield, CT 06824

Dues can also be paid via our website after Jan 1, 2021
 

Elections will be held for next year’s fearless leaders 
at our December 17th virtual meeting. Please join 
us online and cast your ballot! Active participation 
by all members in our group is what ensures a great 

year forwarding our mission of charity.  

A stalwart member of our JFK Division for many years, 
Bill’s commitment to charity and to serving the  

community was notable and laudable. Bill headed many 
service organizations on a volunteer basis over the years. 
He also served — as did both of his brothers — as Grand 
Marshall for the Bridgeport St. Patrick’s Day Parade. He 
will be missed by all for his unquenchable spirit of duty. 

OBIT — Bill Carroll, 77, of Trumbull, CT and Fort  
Myers, FL, passed away peacefully Wednesday, November 
25, 2020, in his Trumbull home surrounded by his beloved 
wife Sharon and his three sons, Sean, Keith and Brendan. 
Born January 27, 1943 in Bridgeport, CT, the son of the 
late Frank J. and Irene Buckley Carroll, he was a lifelong 
resident of the greater Bridgeport area. A graduate of St. 
Augustine’s School, Central High School and the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport, Bill was a civic and business leader in 
the Bridgeport community for decades.

Bill was the longtime President of Merit Insurance. But his 
greatest community accomplishments were in connection 

Lucky to count him as one of our JFK Division Brothers, 
Bob made a positive impact in our organization, in the 

community and to many of our children as well during his 
long tenure as teacher, administrator and finally  

Head Principal of Trumbull High School. We will miss his 
joy and the unique celebration of life he brought to  

all around him. 

Click on this link to continue article...

OBIT — Robert E. Roche, age 87, beloved husband of 
Dolores Plouffe Roche of Trumbull, passed away peace-
fully on Wednesday, November 11, 2020 at St. Vincent’s 
Medical Center. Born in Hartford on July 1, 1933, he was 
a son of the late John F. Roche and Molly Dooley Roche 
and was a longtime resident of Trumbull. Robert was a 
devout Catholic from his early days as a choir boy at St. 
Patrick’s Church in Bridgeport. An active parishioner 
of Christ the King Church in Trumbull, he served on 
the Parish Council, was a Eucharistic Minister, a Sun-
day School teacher, Master of Ceremonies for the Talent 
Revues and a member of the Knights of Columbus council 

Click on this link to continue article...

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ctpost/obituary.aspx?n=robert-e-roche&pid=197104553&fhid=20383&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ObitShare_PowerInbox_Neustar&utm_content=ViewObituary&sfmc_id=143930604
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/ctpost/obituary.aspx?n=william-j-carroll&pid=197172152&fhid=24229&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ObitShare_PowerInbox_Neustar&utm_content=ViewObituary&sfmc_id=143930604


Forty years ago, seven Irish 
Republican political prisoners were 
in the midst of a 53- day Hunger 
Strike against British torture and a 
strategy to brand them as common 
criminals rather than political 
prisoners. Britain’s decision at the 
end of that Hunger Strike, to in-
tensify effortto break the H-block  
prisoners rather than compromise, 
triggered the 1981 Hunger Strike, 
transforming Irish politics and its 
American dimension. 

America’s oldest and largest Irish 
organization, the Ancient Order 
of Hibernians and Ladies Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, hosted a 
special live webinar, ‘Hunger Strike 1980’ on December 5th. The broadcast presented three key perspectives: From inside the 
Hunger Strike, from the campaign on Irish streets, and from the crucial battle for American public opinion. 

Led by National Presidents Danny O’Connell and Karen Keane, the webinar featured one of the 1980 Hunger Strikers, 
Tommy McKearney, former H-Block Blanketman now MLA Fra McCann, and political commentator Andree Murphy, with 
Hibernians across the United States joining in.  

State & NatioNal NewS

A N C I E N T  O R D E R  O F  H I B E R N I A N S
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“Hunger Strike 1980” Webinar Presents Key Perspectives from Insiders

Help Fill the Stockings of Those in Need — Donate Today!

Click on the Image to watch video of the webinar, or type link into your browser:  
https://youtu.be/YusVQUas-Zs

The John F. Kennedy Division 1 of the Ancient Order of Hibernians is a Non-Profit dedicated to charitable efforts. 
Especially during the Holiday Season, Please consider donating to our division so we can continue our charitable efforts 
for the sick, hungry, homeless, and to assist children in their pursuit of quality education — just to name a few. 
Thank you and God Bless you!

Click on any stocking  
to donate! 

Or type link into your browser:
http://www.aohjfk.com/donate-today/

https://youtu.be/YusVQUas-Zs
http://www.aohjfk.com/donate-today/


Mark T. Ryan, DMD 
West Haven Family Dental Center

622 Savin Ave., West Haven, CT 06516
203-933-7095        marktryandmd.com

www.OKCautomation.com

888-487-6711

Specialists in Valves, Controls,  
Pneumatics and Fluid Measurement
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https://dcstructural.com/
http://marktryandmd.com/
https://agentchrisboyle.com/#
http://okcautomation.com/
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/window-sales-and-installation/bridgeport-awning-and-window-shade-co-inc-pfvwus-pf~219321177
https://www.mullinsfh.com/
https://terrysheehan.bhhsneproperties.com/
https://www.thecastleonpost.com/
https://www.monecoadvisors.com/

