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Join Us for Our 71st Annual Communion 
Breakfast! March 7th, 2021

The JFK Division of the AOH will hold its 71st consecutive Communion Break-
fast on Sunday, March 7th at 8:00 AM at St Thomas Aquinas Church in Fairfield, 
thanks to the gracious invitation of Father Martin, Pastor. The members of our 
Communion Breakfast Committee have been working hard trying to overcome the 
logistical complexities thrown at them by the COVID-19 pandemic. Division Pres-
ident, Mark Ryan, along with the division officers, were committed to continuing 
this long-honored tradition of gathering as a brotherhood for the celebration of our 
Holy Eucharist. 

Due to COVID-19 concerns, the breakfast portion of the program will be suspend-
ed. But when approached, Father Martin threw open the doors of St. Thomas and 
scheduled a special Mass for the Hibernians. This Mass is open to just our brothers 
and families and allows us to celebrate our faith as community.

St Thomas Church is laid out according to the best social distancing protocols and 
is clearly marked with every other pew closed off and the remaining pews hold-
ing only three individuals. Members of the same family can sit together at their 
own discretion, no more than six per pew. It is a large, voluminous, and extremely  
beautiful church and we are honored to be so welcomed to celebrate our tradition 
of Faith and Christian Brotherhood.

As such, seating is limited; reservations 
will be honored on a first-come, first 
served basis. No walk-ins will be allowed.

Please visit our website to sign up by  
February 27th: http://www.aohjfk.com/
reserve-seat-at-71st-annual-commu-
nion-mass/   
OR fill out and email the interactive 
form on the last page of this newsletter. 

Our Next Meeting is Thursday, February 18th
7:30pm — Join your Brothers online for our virtual meeting! 

February: in the language of our ancestors this month is:
FEABHRA (Pronunciation: feow-rah)
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2021 St. Patrick’s Day Parade — Enjoy it Virtually!

Pipe Bands Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day With Time-Honored Tradition

We want to celebrate the High Holy Days of St. Patrick in 
a safe format — but with as much pomp and circumstance 
as we can muster.  There is nothing like the spirited sound 
of bagpipes to honor Irish tradition during the celebra-
tion. So, two of our Greater Bridgeport St. Patrick’s Day 

Celebration board members came up with a brilliant idea: 
have a virtual bagpipe band competition! Entries must  
be submitted by Feb 28, 2021. For entry rules, visit 
http://stpatricksdaybridgeport.com/2020/12/st-pat-
ricks-day-parade/

Time to replenish our “Pot of Gold”  which enables 
us to continue our charitable donations and service.  

Timely payment of dues allows us to 
run our charitable programs and events 
smoothly.

Your 2021 dues of  $35 must be  
received by March 1, 2021.  For your 

convenience, you can make your 
dues payment online:  

Click Here to Pay 2021 Dues 

Let’s Refill Our Pot of Gold! Did You Know...? 

Continued public safety concerns due to COVID-19 have 
forced a ban on all parades in the state.  But in Bridgeport, 
we want to celebrate the High Holy Days of St. Patrick in the 
safest format we know.  So this year, our 2021 Parade will be 
a virtual experience. 

Watch the parade from the comfort of your home on March 
17, 2021 at Noon.  If you would like to submit a video clip 
for consideration, email it to johnbrannellyjr@gmail.com 
via Google Drive by 2/28/21.

q r

Some little-known facts about Ireland: 

1.  Ireland is the only country in the world that has 
a musical instrument – the harp – as its national 
symbol. 

2.  Ireland is the third largest island in Europe and the 
twentieth largest in the world.

3.  Up until 1973, many women employed in the  
public service faced mandatory retirement once 
they got married.
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CLICK IMAGE or HERE to view the YouTube “Legacy 
Justice Appeal” presentation from this Saturday, Jan 23rd, 
or type https://youtu.be/NgXYBthu7OQ into your browser.

State NewS

A N C I E N T  O R D E R  O F  H I B E R N I A N S
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Virtual State Board Meeting — Tues. Feb 9th

FFAI Support by JFK Division is 
Greatly Appreciated 

We hope that everyone had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year.  During these challenging times, it’s important to stay 
connected to our Brothers, continuing to carry out our mission of charity that is perhaps even more needed in difficult times. 
Please join us for our  virtual CT State Board meeting, Tuesday, Feb. 9th at 7pm where we will cover any necessary busi-
ness and discuss current topics.  We are hopeful that as the vaccinations roll out that we will be able to gather together again 
in person soon. For those interested in attending, please contact State President Brenden Walsh at brenden.walsh@ctaoh.

Irish Heritage Month State Board Ads —  We understand that many divisions may be canceling some or all Irish 
Heritage Month activities and parades. If your division is still holding them and would like to solicit for a CT State Board Ad, 
please be prepared to discuss it under new business.

The JFK Division of AOH has donated $250 to this  
worthy cause, making up a full 25% of the statewide goal 
of $1,000.  We have received word back of genuine thanks.  
CLICK HERE for the more information about the FFAI 
Christmas Appeal. 

NE Virtual Leadership Seminar 
Our regional National Director Dick Thompson is looking to 
schedule a virtual leadership seminar for the New England 
Boards and Divisions between now and the end of February. 
This has been requested by National President O’Connell to 
happen across the country. It is conducted by Tim McSweeney 
and Liam McNabb and it runs about 2 hours. Anyone can  
attend but most importantly, All Officers at every level 
should attend. 

The question is: Would you prefer to do it on a Saturday 
(Morning or Afternoon) or on a Weeknight?  When that is 
decided he can get back to Tim and Liam for their availabil-
ity and secure a date. Please get back to us at your earliest 
convenience so we can get the ball rolling on this. 

Legacy Justice Appeal Webinar
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Mark T. Ryan, DMD 
West Haven Family Dental Center

622 Savin Ave., West Haven, CT 06516
203-933-7095        marktryandmd.com

www.OKCautomation.com

888-487-6711

Specialists in Valves, Controls,  
Pneumatics and Fluid Measurement
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AOH JFK 71st Annual Communion Mass  

REQUIRED COVID Tracing Form 

St. Thomas Church has a limited number of seats available due to CT State COVID 
spacing/capacity regulations.  

Seats are limited to allow a slot for as many Division Brothers and families as 
possible.  Enrollment with a maximum party size of 4 is open on a FIRST COME/FIRST 
SERVED basis.  NO WALK-INS PERMITTED 

We are REQUIRED to provide the Parish Office with state mandated contact tracing 
information 

Name:      Brother______________________________________________ 

                 e-mail:______________________________________________ 

                 Phone:______________________________________________ 

                 Address:_____________________________________________ 

                        _________________________________________________ 

                                                 City                                     State     ZIP 

Guests (3 max.)*     Name:_______________________________________ 

                  Name:______________________________________________ 

                  Name:______________________________________________ 

  *If we find that we have extra slots in the week before the Mass we will re-open 
registration.              

 

Please fill in the fields in the above interactive form. Click on link to email completed form to  
Brother Tom Keane:  tkeane@optimum.net

OR...print out / fill out the COVID Tracing Form and mail it to Brother Tom Keane at the address below.
Tom Keane 

310 Old Post Rd.  Fairfield, CT 06824

mailto:tkeane%40optimum.net?subject=

	Text Field 1: 
	Text Field 2: 
	Text Field 3: 
	Text Field 4: 
	Text Field 5: 
	Text Field 6: 
	Text Field 7: 
	Text Field 8: 


