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October - In the language of our ancestors, this month is:
Deireadh Fomhair (Pronunciation: djeh-reh foh-ir)
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Need doesn’t stop with a pandemic, and neither do we!  Although we have been 
unable to serve hot meals in person as we normally would, we have  continued to 
support the Merton House with our prayers, best wishes and donations of supplies. 
We look forward to resuming our service in the kitchen and on the serving line as 
soon as is practical. 

Our next scheduled date for service at the Merton House is Friday,  
November 27th, the day after Thanksgiving. Information will follow as to what 
our form of service will be to make Thanksgiving better for those less fortunate. All 
are encouraged to participate in this very worthwhile charitable service, for which 
much gratitude has been expressed. 

Our Support of the Merton House Continues!  

Nominations Requested for our 2021 Officers
Our 2020 Nominating Committee is now accepting nominations for our 2021  
officers. Looking for the brightest leaders, we will be using the same stringent  
criteria as in past years when considering candidates:  1) They are members in our 
Order; 2) they have been nominated.  As our monthly meetings are still suspended, 
information will follow on virtual election logistics. 

Please email the name(s) of your nominee(s) to either Bernie Lee at beaubeaulee@
gmail.com or to Will Kabel at kabel_william_a@sbcglobal.net.

Join Us for our Monthly Meeting Via Zoom
In concern for everyone’s safety, we’re meeting via Zoom video conference until 
further notice. Our last two meetings of the year will be on 11/19/20 and 12/17/20 
at 7:30pm. A secure meeting invitation/link will be sent out via email prior to the 
event.  

We encourage all to stay active in our group and in charity during this time of great 
need in our communities. Be part of our planning; have a say in what we do and 
how we do it. The more involvement, the greater impact we can have in serving 
God by helping those less fortunate than ourselves. We look forward to resuming 
our in-person monthly meetings soon, and enjoying the fellowship of our brothers! 
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Perhaps it was due to months of being cooped up indoors with live activities few and 
far between...But our JFK Division Team took the field against AOH Danbury with 
unbridled enthusiasm and won the first game! Exuberant celebration might not have 
been the best strategy moving forward, as Danbury managed to win the next two 
games while we were still taking our victory lap. Despite the subsequent losses, it was 
a wonderful day outdoors, together in person with our Brothers and families! 

Brother Ted Lovely drafted a gaggle of family members to play and Brother Sean 
O’Keefe provided a group of current and former Indeed employees to round out the 
lineup. You might say this year’s JFK Division team was Lovely Indeed!

10th Annual Softball Tournament — 
A Winning Day for All!

2

When inclement weather forced a last minute 
cancellation of our Softball Tournament in 
August, we found ourselves left with scores of 
hearty breakfast sandwiches, known as “Egg 
Bombs” from Eggs & Co. in Newtown, which 
had been purchased for the event.  Ever mind-
ful of our mission of charity, Steve Baunach 
volunteered to drive the surplus to the Merton 
House. Upon arriving, Steve found the Merton 
House closed. He was directed by a passerby 

that Homes for the Brave in Bridgeport, which 
provides assistance for US Veterans, would 
be happy to accept the donation. Rumor has 
it that several “Egg Bombs” did not make the 
treacherous journey down Route 25 — thank 
goodness Steve did! We received a very nice 
letter of gratitude, and a  motion was passed 
at our recent meeting to add them to the list of 
charities we actively support. There is never a 
lack of need for human kindness! 

Game Cancellation Provides Charitable Opportunity

homesforthebrave.org

JFK Div President Mark Ryan, holds 
trophy after game one victory... it 
was nice while it lasted!  

Nothing brings out a smile like a 

wiffle ball! 

Our specially marked wiffle 
balls were provided by Brother 
Dave Mullany.

It was truly a “Lovely” day 
for softball! 

https://www.homesforthebrave.org/
https://www.homesforthebrave.org/


With an appointment as the Herbert Allen 
and Donald R. Keough Visiting Faculty 
Fellow, Colin Barr is visiting Notre Dame’s 
Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies 
this academic year from the University of  
Aberdeen, where he is senior lecturer in mod- 
ern Irish history. Barr is author of Ireland’s 
Empire: The Roman Catholic Church in 
the English-Speaking World, 1829–1914  
(Cambridge University Press, 2020). This 
year’s Hibernian Lecture is cosponsored by 
the Keough-Naughton Institute.

In 1978, the Ancient Order of Hibernians 
and Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians  
undertook a campaign to establish an endow-
ment at Notre Dame for illuminating Irish-American history. Thanks to this support, the Cushwa Center administers a vari-
ety of programs promoting the study of the Irish experience in Ireland and America, including the annual Hibernian Lecture.

State & NatioNal NewS

A N C I E N T  O R D E R  O F  H I B E R N I A N S
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Click on the Image to watch video of the lecture, or type link into your browser:  
https://youtu.be/p-Lm5AQjl_I

The Cushwa Center at Notre Dame 2020 Hibernian Lecture: 
“The Idea of Greater Ireland” with Colin Barr

Direct from the City of Brotherly Love, the Philly Eight! 
Wanting to guarantee victory for the 
softball game scheduled for August 29th, 
President Mark Ryan called on his old 
fishing buddy, Robby O’Keefe of South 
Philly, to round up a team of athletes, 
aka ringers. The “Philly Eight” , as they 
are known in elite softball circles, were 
enroute to Connecticut when the game 
was cancelled. 

Hurricane Isaias put an end to what sure-
ly would have been a trouncing of the 
Danbury AOH. Nonetheless, the “Philly 
Eight” managed to have an enjoyable  
visit as they ate and drank their CT hosts 
out of house and home. As a token of 
appreciation, the “Philly Eight” were  
given tee shirts from the 2019 Yale foot-
ball tailgate.The “Philly Eight” — (From left to right ) Fran Pannepacker, Robert O’Keefe,  

Patrick Sweeney, Corey Michocki, Josh Klein, Julia Keefe, Emma Duffy, Mark Cristaldi 

https://youtu.be/p-Lm5AQjl_I
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